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B a r b a r a  H e n k e s
The Constitutional and Legal Po l i cy Institute
(COLPI) is the legal reform support pro g ram of
the Open Society Institute–Budapest.  COLPI's
mission is to contribute to the development
of open societies in the countries of Central and
Eastern Euro p e, Central Asia, and Mongolia
through strengthening the rule of law, res-
pect for human rights, and modern democ-
ratic institutions. An important aspect of
C O L P I ’s mission is to help develop and stre n g t h-
e n the legal programs of the national Soros
foundations by developing policy re c o m m e n-
dations and conducting pilot projects on ins-
titutional reform.

COLPI focuses on implementing pro g rams in
the areas of criminal justice, including peniten-
tiary and police reform, judicial reform, access
to justice and legal aid, media legislation, anti-
corruption, and legal education.  COLPI p l a c e s
an emphasis on conducting projects which
benefit the disadvantaged groups in society,
particularly detainees, women, children, and
national minorities. 


