Appendix A


BRIEF ON RECENT REPORTS, DOCUMENTS ON ROMA AND EDUCATION

1. Save the Children, Denied a Future: The right to education of Roma, Gypsy and Traveller Children, first Draft March 2000, expected completion in early 2001.

This report examines educational policy and provision to Roma and Travellers from the perspective of rights. So far, country reports vary in their quality and comprehensiveness of the issues. It is only is a draft form, so it is difficult to know now how useful it will be. 

Format: 

1) International Legislation

2)  Country Reports (so far, Albania, Bulgaria, The Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Romania)

Country reports generally include relevant legislation regarding the right to education, and an account of the legislation in practice, pointing to main issues and weaknesses, followed by recommendations for the respective governments.

2. UNICEF, Education for All, 1998 - There is very little mention on Roma in this document. 

3. Council of Europe, Recommendation No R (2000) 4 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the education of Roma/Gypsy children in Europe - Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 3 February 2000  at the 696th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies

This document is a policy document addressed to member states of the Council of Europe. While the recommendations point to many of the key issues such as curricula, teacher training, and Roma participation, it does not provide an account of country-specific issues and situations.

4. World Bank, Roma and the Transition in Central and Eastern Europe: Trends and Challenges, to be published 2000
This is a cross-country, cross-sectoral report on the situation of Roma, organised thematically. Under the chapter on Welfare and Living there are sections on Poverty, Housing, Employment, Education Status (3 pgs.) and Health Status. In the chapter on Access to Social Services, there are sections on Education (6 pgs), Health and Social Protection. Country information in the report is taken mostly from Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and some from the ERRC report on Czech Special School streaming. Recommendations are also made.

5. OSCE, Report on the Situation of Roma and Sinti in the OSCE area, March 2000
This is a cross-country report with sections on discrimination and racial violence, education, living conditions, political participation and corresponding recommendations to governments.

Sections on education refer to OSCE and other international standards; illiteracy, school attendance, and performance; racially segregated schools and classes; exclusion from enrollment; ‘special schools’; programs aimed at improving Romani education; higher education and conclusions and recommendations. This report includes mostly Hungary, Bulgaria, Czech Republic (esp. ERRC), Spain, with some references to Romania.

6. ERRC, A Special Remedy: Roma and Schools for the Mentally Handicapped in the Czech Republic, June 1999
This report focuses on problems related to streaming of Roma to special schools, with one section on Czech Basic schools, pointing mainly to issues of abuse, neglect, discrimination/prejudice, truancy and lack of support for Romani parents.
