Facing History and Ourselves Foundation – Europe

HISTORY, IDENTITY AND THE SPIRAL OF DISCRIMINATION

Using excerpts from historical, psychological, and sociological texts, literature, and videotapes, the workshop introduces the themes, methodologies, and resources of the European Facing History and Ourselves program.  The workshop focuses on such topics as identity, “we and they,” and the nature of prejudice.  Using Facing History’s case-study approach, the workshop also includes an examination of the history and culture of and discrimination against the Roma.  Methodologies will include participatory, inter-active, cooperative, experiential, and arts-based, as well as traditional activities.  Details of the program can be obtained by contacting Facing History and Ourselves Foundation.

Thursday

13.00 – 14.00 Introduction to Facing History and explanation of using journals

(N.B.  The journals are used in many of the following sessions so that participants create a record of their experience and have time and a place for reflection)


People Hunting



 ice-breaking activity with pedagogical underpinnings

14.00 – 15.15 Hand identity chart

Participants create an identity chart, based on an outline drawing of their own hand, showing how they see themselves and how they think others see them


Road Maps 

Participants explore the key events, moments of happiness, and difficulties in their lives in the form of an illustrated map of their road from birth to the present

15.15 – 15.45 Break

15.45 – 16.30 Behind the Mask: Marko 

Using excerpts from a reminiscence of an Anglo-Rom (written by Ian Hancock), participants create an identity chart that reveals the multiple identities this Rom had to assume to earn a living and care for his family

16.30 – 18.00 Breaking Roma stereotypes

Participants create a joint identity chart of a Gypsy based on their earliest childhood recollections

Participants in groups work with a series of Roma sayings and folk tales and, in the role of anthropologists create a sense of the culture of this ethnic group

Thereafter they watch an excerpt from the video Curse on the Gypsies that deals with the migration to Europe and the beginnings of the discrimination again the Romani

18.00 – 19.30 Dinner

19.30 – 21.00 Interactive Session: Living Images

After movement warm-ups, participants in groups study seven pictures of Roma, select five of the images, and then create freeze frames of these images.  Thereafter they put the five selected scenes in an order of their choosing, select a sound track, and present their frozen living images to the group

21.00 – End of day

Friday

09.00 – 09.30 Connections

A time for participants to offer comments and responses to the previous day’s activities

09.30 – 11.00 History and Identity: the Roma

After reading an excerpt dealing with the Roma migration to Europe that also touches on life style and beliefs and another by Ian Hancock on the importance of history to their identity, participants in groups, through an interactive process, examine what is important in the history of their country and then consider the difficulties of identity when one does not have a country

11.00 – 11.30 Break

11.30 – 12.30 Attribute Linking – Discrimination

Participants, using physical attributes that link them to another participant, exchange instances of when they were discriminated against, when they discriminated against someone else, and they observed an instance of discrimination and took no action.  At each of these linkings the pair also creates a definition of discrimination and in the subsequent pairs negotiates a new definition.

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch

13.30 –15.00 Interactive Session: Using Poetry to Clarify the Issues

After physical warm-ups, participants in groups read aloud a series of  poems written by Roma.  They then select a section of one of the poems or excerpts from it and create a presentation using reflection (physical, vocal, or both), multiple narrators, multiple languages (movement being one of them), and employing such techniques as repetition or echoing of words or phrases, musical accompaniment (sung or hummed), rhythmic accompaniment (hand claps, finger snaps, etc.), and other spoken languages.

15.00 – 15.30 Break

15.30 – 18.00 Visit to Museum of Roma Culture and History

18.00 – End of day

Saturday

09.00 – 09.30 Connections

09.30 – 11.00 Prelude to Genocide: Eugenics and Race Science

In a brief illustrated lecture, participants hear about the history of the eugenics movement in Europe.  They then watch an excerpt from the video Black Survivors of the Holocaust that deals with the way race scientists worked in Namibia and the eventual genocide of the native population.  They then see a brief excerpt from another video, Science Odyssey, that deals with the beginnings in the U.S. of the development of standardized tests that led to restrictions of marriages and forced sterilizations.  Thereafter they hear about the ways in which the Nazis used race science to justify the genocide of the Roma and see a brief excerpt from the video, The Forgotten Holocaust.

11.00 – 11.30 Break

11.30 – 12.30 Roma in the Czech Republic Today

Participants view an excerpt from a video, Refugees from Democracy, that supposedly illustrates Czech attitudes towards Roma, and then in groups discuss the accuracy of the documentary and the situation of Roma in the Czech Republic.  Thereafter each group shares its conclusions with the whole group

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch

13.30 – 15.30 Czech Special Schools

Participants read two excerpts, one commenting on the Czech special schools and one by Ian Hancock dealing with Roma attitudes towards education.  Then, using the “Iceberg Technique,” participants examine the history and current status of the treatment of Roma in education and create possible future outcomes

15.30 – 16.15 Introduction to the Facing History Web Site and Internet Campus

16.15 – 17.00 Evaluation – written and oral

17.00 – End of program

