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1. Theoretical grounds

The most serious problem for the Roma is their low level of education, for which there is a multitude of reasons. One of those is the fact that they do not feel the need to attend school. The adult Roma population doesn’t know or realize the value of education and there is a common view that school is not offering any pleasant outcome for the Roma child’s life.

The teacher cannot rely on a positive influence of the Roma family in supporting school attendance. He or she can, however, approach the Roma children through the school environment and influence them by education. An education that will not embarrass or humiliate them, that will not punish them and will not isolate them from the rest of the class, but on the contrary, it would search for modes to present the valuable features these children possess and encourage children to reveal them.

The approach taken towards the Roma children requires changes in many basic aspects.

One of those is multicultural education, which aims at the integration of the individual into a multicultural environment, while preserving his or her identity. This is the opinion shared by a majority of experts ( D. Sukuba 1996, G. Pommerin 1988, H. Essinger 1987, V Zeman 1997 etc.).

Development of the Roma traditions faces many problems. Illiteracy, high rate of unemployment, social backwardness and poverty, majorities’ efforts to assimilate the Roma – all these factors would limit greatly the possibilities of preserving and developing the Roma traditions. The Roma children, attracted by alternative modes of communication and examples, will reject the Roma traditions and customs and will be reluctant to uphold their Roma identity. (M. Vašečka).

An important – and by majority opinion the only real- device of keeping the Roma spirit alive is school and education. Unfortunately, our today’s school system doesn’t meet the expectations of the Roma, it inhibits their natural spontaneity, leads to mutual alienation and is an instrument of assimilation. Introducing a multicultural type of education will hopefully seize assimilatory tendencies and the suppression of the Roma culture, and, on the contrary, will teach the Roma children to value their own culture and respect the culture of the majority population, too.

 
Cultural traditions are a powerful tool in the development of the Roma identity for the Roma children. Culture is one of the most significant characteristics that differentiates students. It influences their way of perception, evaluation, behaviour and conduct. It determines, how children talk, how their families, their friendships and other aspects of life function. Lacking confidence in their own identity and denying of their origin prevents them from accepting their “new identity”. This raises several problems. For children, it is essential to follow the rules of their culture- by communication, dressing, personal hygiene, the ways social roles for men and women are assigned, and so on. It is clear enough, therefore, that both culture and mother tongue are the factors that will very dramatically influence the student’s conduct at school as well as his or her performance.


One possible way to prepare the Roma children for a culturally diverse society is providing them with a multicultural education. The aim of such education is integration of the individual into a wider multicultural environment, while preserving his or her personal and cultural identity. The basis for multiculturality is the identity tied to one’s own culture. The one who is not able to value his or her own culture and identity, will hardly understand the national and personal identity of others. Behind a person’s intolerance one should always see the imbalance in one’s personality and culture.


In line with the multicultural model, successfulness of students from national minorities and ethnic groups can be accelerated by integrating their language and culture into the school program.


It is only possible to achieve, when a stimulating study environment is created by the inclusion of such topics in the study material that would reflect the history and culture of all students of the class.


When constructing these supplementary study texts, we departed from the regional structure of the Roma culture. Doing so to avoid the occurance of the problem that a Roma student would fail to understand the Roma language ( for differences in dialects). As a supporting teaching language, we chose the dialect that Roma students use in that particular locality, where the project is to be realized.


Considering the fact, that the relationship between the Roma and the majority population is constituting a problem throughout the entire society, it is necessary to develop multicultural education at schools.

Based on the above grounds, we decided to work up and present this project of Projekt Schola civic society, that focuses on assessing the effectiveness of supplementary study texts with Roma topics that are used at the primary school level.

2. The aim of the experimental evaluation is:

a) to assess, to what a degree do supplementary study texts with a Roma topic contribute to adaptation of the student to his or her class, to eliminating initial language difficulties, to the acceleration of study efficiency,

b) to assess, to what a degree do supplementary study texts with a Roma topic contribute the improvement of the social atmosphere, especially feeling of satisfaction,

c) to assess, to what a degree do supplementary study texts with a Roma topic contribute to increasing students’ vocabulary and the development of their communication skills,

d) to acquire a sufficient amount of valid information for further improvement of the methodology in supplementary texts, also meeting requirements posed by official study plans and drafts, currently in force.

3. The subject of experimental evaluation is:

a) efficiency of supplementary study texts with a Roma topic, the way they would accelerate studies of Roma children

b) efficiency of supplementary study texts with a Roma topic, with respect to improving the socio- emotional climate in the classroom

c) teaching methods and forms 

d) efficiency of supplementary study texts with a Roma topic, in relation to school attendance of students

4. The hypothesis’ of experimental evaluation assume that:

a) students in experimental classes, using the supplementary study texts with a Roma topic will end up with better study results than those students in control classes,

b) the average growth of vocabulary in the case of children taught in experimental classes will be higher than that of students in control classes,

c) students in experimental classes will acquire a higher level of communication skills, than those in control classes,

d) teachers at experimental classes will make use of more effective methods and forms of education as teachers in control classes,

e) students in experimental classes will have a higher rate of school attendance than students in control classes.

5. The role of experimental evaluation is:

a) efficiency assessment of prepared supplementary study texts, in line with practical needs of teachers and students,

b) assessing the level of students’ preparedness for school,

c) assessing the level of students’ understanding,

d) assessing the application of methods and organizational forms of real life teaching 

e) acquiring teachers’ and parents’ opinions about the supplementary study texts 

      with a Roma topic, that under evaluation,

f)   following school attendance of students,

g)   evaluating changes in social climate in the classrooms and wider school environment,

h)   the acquired data to undertake to comparative huristics with comparable Roma classes, those non- experimental.

6. Methodology and realization of experimental evaluation

a) a questionnaire for teachers focusing on acquiring approaches towards the Roma ethnic group,

b) a questionnaire for teachers focusing on methods of organizing educational process,

c) a direct structural observation with the use of the teaching hour scheme,

d) analysis of children’s work

e) tests of preparedness for school ( a comparative approach of children’s preparedness in experimental and control group),

f) test focusing on the assessment of reading comprehension,

g) sociogram aimed at observing social relations,

h) written exams of Slovak language and mathematics to assess the study level of students,

i) a questionnaire for teachers and parents to find out about their opinions on the supplementary study texts under evaluation

7. Personal involvement in evaluation

Gestor of the project:
Dr. Alica Petrášová; Pedagogical faculty of Prešov 

University, Department of Pedagogy, Psychology and 

Division of elementary relations

Executive: 

Mgr. Silvia Rigová, Projekt Schola





Mgr. Stanislav Cina, Projekt Schola





Mgr. Ingrid Zubková, Projekt Schola

Professional backup:
Mgr. Silvia Kompoltová, ŠPÚ /National Pedagogic        Institute/ Bratislava


Mgr. Zuzana Kadlečíková, ŠPÚ /National Pedagogic        Institute/ Bratislava


PhDr. Eva Končoková, Škola dokorán Foundation, Žiar nad Hronom

Executives

at primary schools: 
Viktória Pirčová /Primary school at Soľ/


Alena Mitrášová /Primary school at Hlinné/


Olga Kerestešová /Primary school at Saručov/


Mgr. Júlia Perečínska /Primary school at Velký Šariš/

8. Organizational provision of evaluation

Preparation and distribution of experimental materials
, as well as introducing teachers the work methodology will be assured and organized by Projekt Schola civic society.

9. Experiment samples

There will be four primary schools from the Prešov county taking part in the experiment. At these schools, two experimental and two control classrooms will be set up; in control classrooms no experimental teaching will take place according to the present project.

Experimental group

· Primary school at Soľ– a classroom with students not having  attended pre-school facilities

· Primary school at Hlinné- a classroom with students repeating 1st grade

Control group

· Primary school at Velký Šariš- a classroom with students not having  attended pre-school facilities

· Primary school at Saručov- a classroom repeating 1st grade

10.  Time- schedule for evaluation 

Duration of the project: one school-year, September 2002- August 2003

09/02 – Evaluation of school- preparedness of students of 1st grade of primary school.

09/02 – Evaluation of social climate.

10/02 -  Test evaluation, data editing, processing statistics.

12/02 – Report on results from observations made about children, talks with them,

 analysis of their work.

      04-05/02 – Evaluation of children’s development level, a comparison with the 

September results.

      05/02 – Assessing students’ level of knowledge and skills at Slovak language

      01-05/02 – Finding out about teachers’ and parents’ views on methods of assessing experimental study texts; cooperation with primary schools and local communities.

      05/02 - Evaluation of social climate.

      08/02 – Final Report on experimental assessment.

      Statements by particular experimental schools constitute Supplement nr. 2 .

Each school will keep records of documents containing parents’ consent to involving their child in experimental classrooms.

11. Financial cover for experimental evaluation

Experimental evaluation of supplementary study texts with a Roma topic at primary schools basic level, as well as their preparation (material equipment of experimental classrooms, test purchase, composing written exam papers, training of teachers at experimental classes, material expenses, paper, photocopying) will be financially covered by Projekt Schola civic society.

� See Supplement no. 1





