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Title for the educational activity:
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The basic idea of the project:

Our main purpose is to make cultural- anthropological particularities of the Roma ethnic group accepted, and to implement this approach into the educational process. Teachers- participants of our Romistics course should achieve special skills and knowledge to be able make up educational methods, that would provide for the specific features and aspects of the Roma children’s life, and which would approach their education not as a mental, but as a social phenomenon. Roma education requires non- traditional, and, as a consequence, more effective ways of pedagogical supervision and a creation of such pedagogical situations, which allow for the presentation and development of those specially Roma skills of children, through which they can experience success, and which will contribute to their gradual socialization and  a full life within a society. The overall purpose of the project is to make education and accomplishments of the Roma children of school- attending age more effective- by the use of elements of the Roma culture in the educational process.

We assume, that teachers, having acquired new scopes of education, innovative processes and knowledge about the Roma culture, will affect children in a more effective way.

Project objectives:

· To develop intercultural competencies of teachers,

· To develop teachers’ skills for asserting anti-discriminatory and bias-free education,

· To support mutual tolerance and understanding of differences individuals and social groups represent,

· To develop pedagogical skills and thinking of teachers, deepen, improve and widen their professional scope, so that they can adequately ensure the Roma children’s education, in accordance with democratic principles,

· To prepare teachers for hard working conditions, so that they can- in the methodological sense- respect peculiarities of the Roma children,

· To stimulate teachers to assert and uphold human rights and rights of the child throughout the entire educational process,

· To develop the pedagogical scope of the teacher, so that he or she is capable of understanding, diagnosing and accepting cultural, linguistic and personal particularities of the Roma child, and contributing to the development of this child in an inventive and effective manner,

· To prepare participants to apply newly-acquired educational strategies in their own teaching process,

· To develop teachers’ pedagogical thinking in a way, that they would be able to create a non-threatening atmosphere in classrooms, and similarly influence parents and wider community, too,

· To acquire skills how to cooperate with governmental and non-governmental organizations.

Target group

The target group are teachers of primary school, who work with classes, where the Roma children from socially disadvantages areas constitutes a majority of class.

Entry-requirements (of educational level) for applicants to the eduactional activity program

High-school (with school-leaving certificate)

Graduate- profile and outlooks at the job-market 

Teachers of primary schools (both qualified and unqualified), working in classes with a majority of Roma children coming from socially and linguistically disadvantageous areas.

Teaching methods      Seminars

Seminar structure:

The seminars have an identical internal structure:

1. Brief introduction and explanation of the issue

2. Presenting the problem through active participation of attendants

3. Explanation and discussion about acquired methods and knowledge

4. Preparing schemes for the assessment of acquired methods and knowledge in their own classes

5. Feedback for participants

For each seminar, participants will be distributed basic study material.

Part of the study plan is testing acquired knowledge in the teaching process, and a subsequent reflection of experiences and evaluation.

Final exam

Participants will finish the course by defending their final paper in front of a committee of three, appointed by Projekt Schola. The topical range of final papers will reflect issues dealt with through the course and their application in pedagogical practice. Upon meeting the requirements, participants will obtain a certificate of completion of the course.

Total range: 80 hours, that is 5 hours a week (4 months)

Curriculum

The study plan of the Romistics course comprises of 4 topical modules 80 hours in overall range.

1st.module: Bilingual teaching at the basic level of primary school

2nd module: Teachers’ intercultural competencies and anti-discriminatory education

3rd module: The Roma history

4th module: The Roma language

Study plan:

Seminars and lectures will be divided into 4 modules and 29 topics. The actual content is as follows:

1st module (10 hours): Billingual/bicultural education at basic level of primary school


1. topic: Work methodics with supplementary study texts Cheerful letters, 

  Pherasune literi


2. topic: Use of elements of the Roma culture in the educational process



sub-topic nr 1: Musical folklore



sub-topic nr 2: Roma handicrafts



sub-topic nr 3: The Roma family



sub-topic nr 4: Roma festivals and traditions



sub-topic nr 5: Traditional Roma tales, riddles, proverbs and sayings



sub-topic nr 6: Introducing ways of involving Roma assistants and other 

adults in their children’s education



sub-topic nr 7: getting acquainted with available alternative educational 

programs in Slovakia and abroad 

2nd module (20 hours): Intercultural competencies of the teacher and anti-prejudice education  

3. topic: Justifying the needs for multicultural education in Slovak conditions

4. topic: Multicultural education in our school-system

5. topic: Intercultural competencies of the teacher

6. topic: Skill-requirements for an inter-culturally competent teacher

7. topic: Attitudes of an intercultural teacher

8. topic: The Roma children’s relation to school

9. topic: The Roma child and his or her classmates

10. topic: Support for students’ intercultural understanding

11. topic: Developing skills for understanding and interpretation of symbols, 

    expressions and meanings of cultures different from one’s own in 

    cultural artifacts and in communication of other people

12. topic: Mediating contacts with different cultures within the classroom

13. topic: Respect for cultural traditions and cultural identity of one’s own 

                students, stimulating them to exercise mutual respect and teach them 

                how to deal with mutual conflicts

14. topic: Realizing our own prejudices and pointing out prejudices of others

15. topic: Introducing students’ real-life materials to teaching, distributing 

    study materials about other cultural traditions

3rd module (30 hours): History of the Roma

16. topic: Legends and origins of the Roma, guesswork of historians;

17. topic: Original exodus of the Roma from India; Division of migration waves; 

    Primary arrival in Europe;

18. topic: The Roma arriving in North-Western Europe- the Ottoman empire;  Extensive discriminatory waves; Particular countries

19. topic: The Roma in South-Eastern Europe; Initial efforts to adjust the Roma to 

    majority behaviour and to assimilate them; Particular countries

20. topic: The Roma in the Austro-Hungarian era; Life-support, dwelling

21. topic: Assimilatory tendencies in the era of enlightenment in the Hungarian 

    territory

22. topic: The Roma in the 20th century; the Kosice government program 

    and its impact on emancipation of the Roma ethnic group

23. topic: Roma crafts, traditions, customs in the Balkan territories in the 

    20th century

24. topic: Life-style, dwelling on the territory of former Czechoslovakia in the 

    20th century

25. topic: Denomination of the Roma in different countries of Europe; Roma

    institutions, organizations, schools, Roma personalities here and in the 

    rest of the world

26. topic: Analysis of laws enforced upon the Roma ethnic group


sub-topic nr. 1: Statutes of enlightened rulers (Austrio-Hungarian 

 empire, Spain)



sub-topic nr. 2: Application of repressive acts (1887, 1988) in 

 Czechoslovakia



sub-topic nr. 3: Act on vagrant Gypsies (1927), institutions dealing 

 with Gypsies



sub-topic nr. 4: The Roma situation in the Protectorate of Czech 

 lands and Moravia (Abatement of the Gypsy 

 nuisance)

sub-topic nr. 5: The Roma in the wartime Slovak republic (Slovak 

 Code, 1940, 1943)

sub-topic nr. 6: Czechoslovak post-war situation (The Košice 

 government program)

sub-topic nr. 7: Act on permanent domiciliation of nomadic 

 peoples (1958)

sub-topic nr. 8: Period of 1969-1989

sub-topic nr. 9: Attempts to unite the Gypsy-Roma, government 

 resolutions and institutions, Charta 77

sub-topic nr. 10: Situation after 1989, positive and negative 

  development after 1989

27. topic: Regional history and culture of the Roma in Eastern Slovakia and their 

    language

4th module (20 hours): The Roma language

28. topic: History of the Roma language


sub-topic nr. 1: Beginnings of world-romistics, most remarkable

 Romists of the 19th century



sub-topic nr. 2: Initial migration of the Roma from India, foreign 

 influence of contact languages in countries of  

 migration



sub-topic nr. 3: Roma lexicon during its formation in the 19th-20th 

 century. Affiliation of the Roma language with the rest of 

 the Indian languages 



sub-topic nr. 4: Linguists studying the Roma language on the territory of 

 today’s Slovakia. Their contribution to the formation of the 

 language

sub-topic nr. 5: Division of dialects within Europe

sub-topic nr. 6: Division of dialects in Czechoslovakia

sub-topic nr. 7: Linguistics in the 20th century, world-known romists, their

 works and asset

sub-topic nr. 8: Linguistics in Slovakia in the 20th century, our romists, 

 writings, educational and linguistic institutions

sub-topic nr. 9: The problem of language standardization. Initial efforts in 

 Europe and at home. Personalities making these efforts. 

 Codification of grammar. Czechoslovak and international 

 models of the Roma writing

sub-topic nr. 10: Application of currently valid rules of the Roma language 

  in Roma press, periodicals, expert publications and fiction 

29. topic: Morphology of the Roma language


sub-topic nr. 1: Particularities of the Roma language in comparison with 

 the Slovak language. Its specific features



sub-topic nr. 2: Substantives (their composition and particularities)



sub-topic nr. 3: Derivation of adopted substantives. Their place in the 

 Slovak lexical environment



sub-topic nr. 4: Adjectives (gender, models, gradation of adjectives)

sub-topic nr. 5: Verbs (their composition, grammatical structures)

sub-topic nr. 6: Verb comparison (their verbal classes) with Slovak verbs

sub-topic nr. 7: Adverbs (division, gradation)

sub-topic nr. 8: Adverbs (typology, effectiveness of their use, derivation)

sub-topic nr. 9: Pronomins (particularities of their composition, their use 

 in artistic style)

sub-topic nr. 10: Numerals (division, regional conditionality of 

   contaminating certain foreign numerals)

sub-topic nr. 11: Numerals (new options for the usage in slang, numerals 

   from other European dialects)

List of lecturers

The course is organized by Projekt Schola civic society, which is a non-governmental educational institution. To ensure a high level of study, expert lecturers will be invited, obtaining practical experiences and theoretical knowledge in the fields that are to be covered (academics, lecturers from Projekt Schola).

Mgr. Stanislav Cina- History of the Roma, the Roma language

René Lužica- History of the Roma

Mgr. Silvia Rigová- Bilingual/bicultural education at basic level in primary schools

Mgr. Ingrid Zubková- Teachers’ intercultural competencies, non-prejudice education

PaeDr. Alica Petrášová- Teachers’ intercultural competencies, non-prejudice 

          education

Material- technological and financial coverage

The course will be held in rented teaching facilities, with a capacity of 30 persons (participants, lecturers, attending guests). Premises to equip, didactic technology and any expenses arising from organizing the course will be covered by Projekt Schola civic society.

Projekt Schola possesses a library, where a collection of pedagogical, romistics and human rights literature will be made available for the participants for use.
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