Categorization of the problems connected with successful integration of the Rroma children into the education system of FRY and recommendations for their solving 

Problems connected with pre-school age children

C  H  I  L  D  R  E  N
F  A  M  I  L  Y
I  N  S  T  I  T  U  T  I  O  N

Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation

Language barrier
Development of the preparatory teaching  program according to the models for bilingual children

Rroma language for the beginners


Inadequate economical and social conditions


Development of the plans for close cooperation between the institutions for social work, health care institutions and the schools


Stereotypes, ethnic distance, animosities discrimination


Development of anti-discriminatory programs and stereotypes awareness raising programs  



Fear of institutions 
Visits to different institutions
Lack of support for education
Development of parents’ participation programs, inclusion into the parents’ boards
Cultural differences, cultural barrier
Popularization of Rromani culture



Cultural differences
Development of the cultural adaptation programs 

Frequent visits to cultural happenings
Specific life values and the role of education in that system
Organization of the meetings of cultural exchange, work according to the principle of positive models


Inadequate staff, lack of motivation
Employment of the Rroma pedagogue staff

Getting more knowledge about Rroma life and culture

Conduction of “Step by Step” program

Creation of the program  “Successful school for Rroma children”

Salaries for the teachers included in the above mentioned programs

Incapability of long-term memory and self-orientation
Preparatory work with a pedagogue, psychologist,

work on vocabulary increase
Lack of parents’ interest and motivation for the educational integration of the children
Educational work with a family

Schools for parents 


Lack of all-inclusive register of the expected beginners in the schools 
Systematic production of the register through municipality, local communities and local NGO-s, according to “door to door” principle

Lack of motivation


More creative contents

 
Difficult and long-lasting administrative procedure


Forming of a bureau for providing administrative help
Maladjusted tests for the enrollment into 1st grade 
Engagement of the adequate staff for making adjusted tests



Specific life values and the role of education in that system
Work with a family


Inconsistency in carrying out the penal measures due to disrespect of the law on OBLIGATORY primary school education


Persistence in carrying out the law in the cases of repeated lack of attendance 


Introduction of the free brunches, working material and help in clothes and shoes for economically most endangered children





Forming of the groups for following educational integration, psychosocial and health development of the children 








Close cooperation with international institutions  dealing with the children



Problems connected with primary school age children

C H I L D R E N
F A M I L Y
I N S T I T U T I O N

Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation

Language barrier
Obligatory supplemental classes of Serbian language

Romany language for the beginners


Inadequate economical and social conditions


Development of plans for close cooperation between the institutions for social work, health institutions and the schools

Introduction of monthly receipts about regular attendance of school at applying for child allowance


Stereotypes, ethnic distance, animosities discrimination

special schools


Development of anti-discriminatory programs and stereotypes awareness raising programs  



Lack of self-confidence
Intensive work with the psychologists and pedagogues of the schools

Obligation of the teaching staff to affirm and support the children who do their best

 
Lack of the support

for education
Development of parents’ participation programs, inclusion into the parents’ boards
Cultural differences, cultural barrier
Popularization of Rromani culture

Cultural differences
Development of the cultural adaptation programs  

Frequent visits to cultural happenings

Organizing program of cultural differences

Organization of the manifestations that affirm Rroma culture
Specific life values and the role of education in that system
Organization of the meetings of cultural exchange, work according to the principle of positive models


Inadequate staff, lack of motivation
Employment of the Rroma teaching staff

Getting more knowledge about Rroma life and culture

Creation of the program  “Successful school for Rroma children”



Children are not the users of the education equal for all


Strict control in conduction of the school programs

Rewarding the most successful teachers
Lack of parents’ interest and motivation for the educational integration of the children
Educational work with a family

Schools for parents 


School programs are large and without quality
More of creative classes, bigger engagement of the pupils and encouragement of the research work

Modification of the school programs according to European standards together with introduction of school subject selection



Lack of motivation
More creative contents

Rewards for the success

Organization of the manifestations such as “Rroma meetings” where the most successful children from whole republic would participate 


Mistrust in the possibility of educational carrier development 


Organization of the educational meetings for the parents where positive models supply them with the picture of more perspective future


Lack of teaching methods having the children in the center


Implementation of more creative teaching methods with the emphasis on dialogue method

 

Specific life values and the role of education in that system
Work with a family

Material support for the most endangered families
Inconsistency in carrying out the penal measures due to disrespect of the law on OBLIGATORY primary school education


Persistence in carrying out the law in the cases of repeated lack of attendance 

Space segregation

Class segregation

Discrimination
Supply of the transport

Strict control of the teaching staff and strict implementation of the law on national and ethnic minorities 

Respect of Children’s Rights Convention


Lack of additional summer and winter activities like excursions, summer and winter schools
More free excursions, 

taking the model of fund-raising for these purposes



Early maturation and taking the responsibility for economical stability of the family
Monetary help for the most endangered families


Lack of the program for mobile classes
Taking the models from West and Central European countries  , from the experiences of the Sixties and Travelers

Problems caused by traditional understanding of the life (early marriage, interruption of the school at the beginning of the girls’ adolescent period 


Development of the program for the adolescents “All that you want to know but you dare to ask”




Lack of Rroma staff assistance in the school 
Inclusion of the volunteers-assistants from the category of secondary-school Rroma children

Implementation of the “Peer education” model


Making the school as institution closer to all children through the contents of Rroma culture elements (a picture with the motives from Rroma life...)


Non-conducting of the alternative classes of Rromani language, history, tradition and culture


Conduction of the alternative classes of Rromani language, history, tradition and culture in the schools with the larger number of Rroma children




Introduction of the free brunches, working material and help in clothes and shoes for economically most endangered children


Lack of adequate programs for the compensation classes 


Making the compensation classes program and inclusion of assistance of Rromani NGO-s doing the same 





Lack of school subject selection in higher grades (7th and 8th grade)


Implementation of the alternative courses like Rroma mythology, modern art...





Lack of parents’ participation program


Creation of the parents’ participation program

School for parents







Lack of positive and affirmative mood towards parents and children who showed the wish for educational integration
Inclusion of the parents into the parents’ board

Fostering home-school connection





Lack of inclusion of all categories

A- children who crossed the age limit for regular enrollment 

B- children who are below age limit needed for attendance of the evening schools

C- children who interrupted their school

D- children of the asylum seekers who returned to the country
Creation of the particular programs specialized for the mentioned categories








Forming of the groups for following educational integration, psychosocial and health development of the children






Close cooperation with international institutions  dealing with the children






Creation of the national strategy for the education of the Rroma



Development of anti-discriminatory programs and programs of stereotypes awareness raising:
Introduction of the multi-national commission at testing the children for school.

Adoption of national polices and plan of action for the fight against racism, discrimination, xenophobia and other sorts of non-tolerant behaviour.

Complete and effective implementation of the international instruments for the human rights protection.

Providing the specific measures for larger inclusion of the girls into the education.

Discrimination awareness raising in all the social spheres and promotion of tolerance and respect for human rights and cultural diversity.

Development of the plans for segregation.

Strictly sanction abuse of the children and expression of racial hatred in the school system, especially among teachers and school administration.

Providing anti-racism trainings to all persons working in all aspects of the educational system and relevant parts of health care system.

Establishment of a special fund to support extra education and trainings for getting the children back to normal schools.

Introduction of the school programs successful for Rromani children from the neighbouring countries.

Providing language assistance in lower grades.

Drastic increasing of the Rroma teaching staff as the affirmative action.

Putting the qualified Rroma at the principle’s positions in the schools with a larger number of Rromani children.

Design, implement and adequately fund new education programs for teachers to improve skills in teaching in a multi-cultural context.

Provide accessible public offices where Rroma can report all instances of discrimination.

Provide free legal services.

Problems connected with secondary school age children

C H I L D R E N
F A M I L Y
I N S T I T U T I O N

Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation

Child labour
Symbolic scholarships


Inadequate economical and social conditions


Development of plans for close cooperation between the institutions for social work, health institutions and the schools

Introduction of monthly receipts about regular attendance of school at applying for child allowance

Monthly scholarships for all Rroma children from the special fund
Stereotypes, ethnic distance, animosities discrimination


Development of anti-discriminatory programs and stereotypes awareness raising programs  



Lack of self-confidence
Intensive work with the psychologists and pedagogues of the schools

Obligation of the teaching staff to affirm and support the children who do their best

 
Lack of the support

for education
Development of parents’ participation programs, inclusion into the parents’ boards
Cultural differences, cultural barrier
Popularization of Rromani culture

Promotion of multi-culturalism, multi-nationalism and tolerance by teaching staff

Cultural differences
Frequent visits to cultural happenings

Organizing program of cultural differences

Organization of the manifestations that affirm Rroma culture
Specific life values and the role of education in that system
Organization of the meetings of cultural exchange, work according to the principle of positive models


Inadequate staff, lack of motivation
Employment of the Rroma teaching staff

Getting more knowledge about Rroma life and culture

Strict control of teachers 

Monetary reward for the most successful teachers



Children are not the users of the education equal for all

(less than in primary schools)

Lack of creative programs and independent research work
Strict control in conduction of the school programs

Rewarding the most successful teachers in conduction of this program
Lack of parents’ interest and motivation for the educational integration of the children
Educational work with a family

Schools for parents 

Active participation of Rroma organizations that propagate education through different meetings
School programs are large and without quality
More of creative classes, bigger engagement of the pupils and encouragement of the research work

Modification of the school programs according to European standards together with introduction of school subject selection



Lack of motivation
More creative contents

Rewards for the success

Organization of the manifestations such as “Rroma meetings” where the most successful children from whole republic would participate 

More of “Peer education” program


Mistrust in the possibility of educational carrier development 


Organization of the educational meetings for the parents where positive models supply them with the picture of more perspective future


Lack of child centered teaching methods


Implementation of more creative teaching methods with the emphasis on dialogue method and discovery method

 

Specific life values and the role of education in that system
Work with a family

Acitve participation of Rroma secondary school pupils in the projects of Rroma NGOs that propagate education

Organization of different trainings for secondary school pupils , obligatory volunteering in NGOs (in case they are the users of the scholarships)

Material support for the most endangered families

Close cooperation with international institutions  dealing with the children

Class segregation

Discrimination
Strict control of the teaching staff and strict implementation of the law on national and ethnic minorities 

Respect of Children’s Rights Convention


Lack of additional summer and winter activities like excursions, summer and winter schools
More free excursions, 

taking the model of fund-raising for these purposes



Early maturation and taking the responsibility for economical stability of the family
Material support for the most endangered families

Development of the programs of employing one member of the family whose children are successful in the school



Forming of the groups for following educational integration, psychosocial and health development of the children

Problems caused by traditional understanding of the life (early marriage, interruption of the school at the beginning of the girls’ adolescent period 


Development of the program for the adolescents “All that you want to know but you dare to ask”

Educational lectures of the experts that would raise the consciousness about the conditions for starting a family


Lack of Rroma staff assistance in the school 
Inclusion of the volunteers-assistants from the category of secondary-school Rroma children

Implementation of the “Peer education” model

The Rroma - young parents
Supply with the alternative form of mobile schools




Non-conducting of the alternative classes of Rromani language, history, tradition and culture


Conduction of the alternative classes of Rromani language, history, tradition and culture in the schools with the larger number of Rroma children




Introduction of the free brunches, working material and help in clothes and shoes for economically most endangered children


Lack of adequate programs for the compensation classes 


Making the compensation classes program and inclusion of assistance of Rromani NGO-s doing the same 


Making the school as institution closer to all children through the contents of Rroma culture elements (a picture with the motives from Rroma life...)


Lack of school subject selection in higher grades 


Implementation of the alternative courses like Rroma mythology, modern art...





Lack of parents’ participation program


Creation of the parents’ participation program

School for parents







Lack of positive and affirmative mood towards parents and children who showed the wish for educational integration
Inclusion of the parents into the parents’ boards

Fostering home-school connection






Creation of the national strategy for the education of the Rroma








Creation of youth polices where Rroma youth would be included















Problems connected with university students

S T U D E N T S
F A M I L Y
I N S T I T U T I O N

Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation
Problem 
Recommendation

Inadequate conditions of studying
Accommodation for the Rroma students into the students’ homes


Inadequate economical and social conditions
Adequate help of governmental and non-governmental organizations for the families whose children study

Forming of the Rroma students’ center at the level of the state that would gather all universities 

Izrada nacionalne strategije za obrazovanje Roma

Lack of information
Cooperation of the university bodies with Rroma NGOs with the purpose of formation of information center for students’ questions



Material support for the most endangered families

Active participation of the Rroma students in the  solving of the problems of the Rroma in the republic

Insufficient financial backup of the family
Creation of the national program for Rroma students’ scholarships

Honoraria for the participation of the Rroma students in the classes on the lower level

Supply of the special quota for Rroma students in applying for the jobs given in the students’ cooperative

Full support of the Rroma NGOs through cooperation in different projects



Propagating the political participation as the way of institutional improvement of the Rroma position

Creation of the “Rroma Versitas”- according to the model in Hungary and Macedonia

Development of the consciousness about the need for high education


a) institutionally- formation of the special councils at the level of the universities that would follow the studies and give all necessary support

b) Non-institutionally- full support of the Rroma NGOs through propagating education to potential students 



Creation of the special body for preparing the staff that would conduct classes in Romani language




 



Formation of the special body for creation of the textbooks in Rromani language

