Notes

1 [page 1] There are two acceptable spellings for this term: “Roma” and “Rroma”. To simplify matters for the readers, we have chosen to use the first spelling “Roma” throughout the text of this report. The only exception has been, where quoted written passage has employed the other spelling for this term. In those circumstances ,we retained the spelling used in the original source.

2 [page 1] In January 2001, the OSI Education Sub-Board organized a Roma Education Working Group. The mandate of the REWG was to provide expert opinions on and advice to the ESB, regarding the education of Roma pupils. Members were chosen from within and outside the Roma community and included experts in the field of education and/or Roma issues. Original members included: Mr. Tomislav Reskovac, Chair, Executive Director, OSI Croatia, OSI Education Sub-Board member; Ms. Eva Hegyesi Orsos, Co-Chair, Board of Directors, European Roma Rights Center (ERRC); Roma Advisory Board member; Ms. Nicoleta Bitu, Founding member and Board member of Romani CRISS, OSI Women’s Network Program Fellow; Mr. Michael Stewart, Professor Department of Anthropology, University College London, Lecturer at Nationalism Program, CEU;  Mr. Jean-Pierre Liegeois, Director Centre de Recherches Tsiganes, Université René Descartes, Faculté des Sciences humaines et sociales, Département de Sciences sociales, Mr. Elvis Ali, Roma Program Coordinator, OSI-Macedonia.
3 [page 4] The Institute for Educational Policy was the OSI-Budapest office responsible for overseeing the development and management of this research project.

4 [page 8] The original REWG was narrowed to a smaller group (Expert Committee) to assist IEP in overseeing the development and management of this research project.

5 [page 10] Originally, the research was to be completed over a five-month period (ending in February 2001). Difficulties in collecting research information resulted in an extension of the period of time for data collection and analysis by one month.

6[page 14] The data in Table 1 is taken from multiple sources. 

Official estimates for Bulgaria are taken from Police records, for the Czech Republic from the 1991 national census, for Hungary from the 1990 national census (Clark, 1998), for Macedonia from the 1994 national census (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1997), for Romania from the 1989 national census (Clark, 1998), for Slovakia from the 1991 national census (Slovak Republic, 1998), and for Yugoslavia from the 1991 national census (Council for Human Rights, 1998). 

MRG Report estimates refer to figures developed in the 1995 Minority Rights Group Report by Liegois and Gheorghe (Clark, 1998).

NGO estimates for Bulgaria are taken from the Democratic Union of Roma in 1996 (Clark, 1998), for Macedonia from the European Roma Rights Center (1998), and for Yugoslavia from the Council for Human Rights (1998).

Independent estimates are taken from Jeremy Druker (1997).

7 [page 15] The Czech Republic stopped collecting data on students’ ethnicity in 1990 and Hungary stopped in 1993 (ERRC, 1999; Radó, 1997).
8 [page 16] For example, there was the Czechoslovak law on the Permanaent Settling of Nomadic Individuals in 1958 – “Zakon o trvalem usiddleni kocujicich osob”, no. 74/1958. Beginning from the 1960's, Romanian authorities also began to settle the groups of Roma who had previously been nomadic.  Estimates place the number of nomadic Roma at 65,000 in 1977.  By the beginning of the 1980's, almost all had been settled and worked (Achim, 1997).  On the history of forced settlement, see also Crowe, David M. A History of the Gypsies of Eastern Europe and Russia.
9 [page 27] See Appendix 4 for detailed data sheets on each country.
10 [page 27] Most data that exists for the Czech Republic was collected when Czechoslovakia was still a country. The Czech and Slovak Republics only divided in 1993, so there are few studies done since that time to give us separate statistics.
11 [page 28] In Bulgaria, kindergarten includes children aged 2 to 7. In the Czech Republic, kindergarten continues through until age 6. In Macedonia, kindergarten is available for children between ages 3 and 6. In Slovakia, kindergarten is available for children from ages 2 until 6. In Yugoslavia, kindergarten is provided to children between ages 1 and 7.

12 [page 29] In Bulgaria, compulsory schooling begins at age 7 and continues through until age 16 (ten years). In the Czech Republic, compulsory schooling begins at age 6 and continues for nine years (through elementary school). In Macedonia, compulsory schooling begins at age 7 and continues for 8 years. In Slovakia, compulsory schooling begins at age 6 and continues for 10 years. In Yugoslavia, compulsory schooling occurs between ages 7 and 14 (eight years).

13 [page 30] According to the author of the report, mention should be made of the ‘Nadez’ (Hope) project, which is one of the projects included in this research, as having considerable impact on improving school attendance.

14 [page 31] Comprehensive statistical evidence documenting this is available from the late 1960s to 1990. See Tables # 8 and 11 in Čanĕk, 1999 also see the ERRC Report "A Special Remedy: Roma and Schools for the Mentally Handicapped in the Czech Republic".
15 [page 32] See various sources from Bulgaria data sheet.
16 [page 37] European Roma Rights Center interview with Erzsébet Simon, November 12, 1997, Hungary.

17 [page 37] See Appendix 3 for brief descriptions of the national educational systems in each of the seven countries included in this research project. See Appendix 4 for statistical information on the condition of education for Roma children in each of the seven countries included in this research project.
18 [page 38] European Roma Rights Center interview with special school teacher Júlia Z., November 18, 1997, Dömsöd, Hungary.

19 [page 41] The exchange rate of Lei to USD during September 1997 hovered around 8,500 Lei per USD.

20 [page 41] Even when some school books are provided by the state as a result of the constitutional provision which declares that education is free, there are some books required by teachers who choose to complement state curriculum with other materials.

21 [page 41] European Roma Rights Center interview with Mariana Buceanu, Rromani Criss, September 24, Bucharest, Romania.

22 [page 42] European Roma Rights Center interview with Lorena Iuonac, September 10, 1997, Satu Mare, Romania.

23 [page 42] European Roma Rights Center Interview with Olimpia Varadi,  September 22, 1997, Pata R(t Community, Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
24  [page 42] European Roma Rights Center Interview with Ana L(c(tu(,  September 22, 1997, Pata R(t community, Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
25 [page 43] European Roma Rights Center interview with Romani(a Iordache, local monitor for the ERRC, March 14, 1998, Bucharest, Romania.

26  [page 43] European Roma Rights Center interview with Tiberiu Kovaci, September 10, 1997, Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
27  [page 44] European Roma Rights Center interview with Lakatos Mátyásné and Júlianna Sztojka, October 17, 1997, Dömsöd, Hungary.

28 [page 57] According to the “Methodological Instruction of the Ministry of Education for the Establishment of Preparatory Classes for Socially Disadvantaged Children and Establishment of the Function of Educator–Assistant Teacher” No. 25 484/2000-22, “In schools in which the teaching of a significant number of socially disadvantaged children and students takes place, a school director can prevent problems of communication and adaptation and other behavioral and educational problems of students through the establishment of the function of Educator–Assistant Teacher.”
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