ANNEX 
Summary of the informal interviews conducted in Vsetín, Czech Republic (29.3. - 2.4. 2004)
Jana Janovská: Head of the City Department for Schools and Culture, (Městský odbor školství a kultury)
From Ms. Janovská I learned that there are 5 special schools in the district of Vsetín (In the towns/villages: Rožnov, Vsetín, Horní Lideč, Halenkov, Valašské Meziříčí). However, Roma assistants (two women) are employed only in Vsetín. In two of the towns in the district (Halenkov and Valašské Meziříčí) there are no Roma. The name of special schools is different. For example, the one in Rožnov is called “zvláštní” while the one in Vsetín is “speciální.” The English translation is, however, the same. Ms. Janovská gave me the contact addresses of the special schools and the telephone numbers to their directors. 
Ms. Šimková: Director of the special school in Vsetín, (Speciální škola, Zelená cesta 34, Vsetín)
The interview with Ms. Šimková was rather short due to her busy schedule. She provided me with basic information about her school; she expressed satisfaction with the work of Roma assistants. Both assistants are treated as “non-pedagogical.” She believes it is useful and helpful to have Roma assistants; however, a lot depends on a concrete person. In the past she also had a bad experience with the performances of some assistants. She then gave me an address of their detached working place (at the Sychrov basic school where there are employed the two Roma assistants working in two preparatory classes) and the names of the teachers of preparatory classes. 
Jiřina Trojková: Teacher of preparatory class  at Sychrov basic school, (Základní škola Sychrov 97, Vsetín, zssychrov@vs.inext.cz)

Ms Trojková gave me basic information about the assistants, about their daily duties. She was very positive about their performances, as well as about the existence of the position as such. She affirmed all the positives that I have found about assistants being a bridge between her and Roma children, as well as between the school and Roma parents. She informed me that in the earlier years (preparatory class in Vsetin have existed since 1993) assistants had problems with some Roma parents considering the assistants one of “Gaje”, somebody who betrays the Roma community and who acts “superior”. However, this has changed and now the relationship seems normal. She described the duties of her assistant as more akin to those of a social worker rather than a teacher. (Bringing children from home and taking them back, teaching hygienic habits…) However, assistants also spend a lot of time with children during and after class (drawing, singing…). Ms Trojková criticized insufficient training of assistants (only 10 days in Prague). Further, she thinks that assistants should be working in the first grades and in the kindergartens (in schools with Roma children) as well. She also criticized the fact that the assistant speaks Romany while, according to her, children should spend most of the time speaking Czech to learn the language well, succeed in further studies, and avoid discrimination by other (majority population) children later on. She then spoke about the positive impact of preparatory classes as such. She mentioned she felt that Roma parents did not send their children to kindergartens due to the lack of money, and 
Roma children were not ready for mainstream basic school because they had often missed kindergarten. Most of the time, Roma children’s acceptance to the first grade was delayed but even later the children could not catch up with their peers. As a result, they were sent to a remedial/special school. Lastly, she told me about her activity - 1 month before the beginning of each school year, Ms. Trojková invites Roma parents to the school to learn about her teaching methods. She also tries to motivate parents to support their children’s learning at home. 
Růžena Gadžorová: Roma assistant at preparatory class at Sychrov basic school, (Základní škola Sychrov 97, Vsetín, zssychrov@vs.inext.cz)

Ms. Gadžorová was very positive about her work; she has been an assistant since 1998 (with two years break). She was talking about the 10 days training in Prague, which she found useful. She would like to study further, but she saw much more sense in practical work.  Moreover, she wouldn’t like to leave her daughter (in order to go to Prague again) to whom she feels very much attached. Her relations with Roma parents seem good to her. She works every day from 7:30 – 14:30 and receives salary 7 600 Kč. She was not able to assess whether this sum is sufficient. 
Ms. Dunová: Romani mother of a child attending preparatory class 
Ms. Dunová told me that she had a good relationship with Roma assistants, as well as with the school. She is a mother of three school-aged children. Two of her children attend mainstream primary school and do not face any particular difficulties there. Her youngest son is attending a preparatory class. She was positive about the existence of the institute of assistants and preparatory classes. However, according to her, her son already knew what they were learning in the preparatory class. 
